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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

NEWS RELEASE

WWW.EPA.GOV/NEWSROOM

CONTACT: press@epa.gov
STATUS OF SUPERFUND SITES IN AREAS AFFECTED BY HARVEY

WASHINGTON (September 2, 2017) — Despite misleading and inaccurate reporting, the facts are that EPA and TCEQ are
working together, along with other local, state, and federal authorities and emergency responders around the clock to
address the human health and environmental impacts of Hurricane Harvey and its effects, especially historic and
devastating flooding throughout Southeast Texas. With regard to the status of Superfund sites.

EPA has conducted initial assessments at 41 Superfund sites in the impacted areas using aerial images, as well as direct
contact with the parties responsible for on-going cleanup activities. EPA has determined that 28 Superfund sites in the
area do not currently show damage or excessive flooding associated with Harvey. EPA determined that 13 sites have
been flooded and/or are experiencing possible damage due to the storm. Of these sites, two (Falcon Refinery and the
Brine Service) have been inspected and it has been determined that they do not require emergency cleanup; although,
additional sampling in the area will continue to be conducted.

Eleven sites, including: Bailey Waste Disposal, French LTD, Geneva Industries/Fuhrmann Energy, Gulfco Marine,
Highland Acid Pit, Malone Services, U.S. Oil Recovery, Patrick Bayou, Petro-Chemical Systems, Triangle Chemical, and
San Jacinto Waste Pits have not been accessible by response personnel. Teams are in place to investigate possible
damage to these sites as soon flood waters recede, and personnel are able to safely access the sites.

The San Jacinto Waste Pits site has a temporary armored cap designed to prevent migration of hazardous material; the
cap will be inspected as soon as it is safe for teams access the site. Based on forecasted river conditions, this
inspection is planned for Monday, by boat. EPA has dive teams to survey the cap underwater when conditions allow.
EPA, TCEQ and other authorities will continue to provide additional updates as we gather them. We encourage the
community to continue to follow the expert safety advice of local officials.

For additional information from TCEQ, please visit: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/hurricanes

Austin Vela

Congressional Liaison Specialist

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6
Office of External Affairs

Office: 214-665-9792
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